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was that the powers of government, both executive
and judicial, being lodged with the patricians, were
exercised in favour of their own order and to the
oppression of the plebeians. The latter class had
become so powerful and its frequent rebellions so
dangerous that its demands could no longer pass
unheeded, and the Decemvirs were charged with the
duty of reorganising the political government and
framing such laws as would reconcile the conflicting
elements of the State. They were engaged in this
work for two years, in the course of which they sent
a commission to Athens to examine the govern-
mental framework and the laws devised by Solon,
and their work in the form of Ten Tables was
accepted, and, with two additional ones, subse-
quently adopted, remained, professedly at least,
the basis of the Roman jurisprudence until the age
of Justinian.

The use of writing had, we may safely presume,
been earned from Greece to her colonies soon after
she had acquired it, and would thence pass easily
to Rome. It must have been known in that city
for centuries before the Twelve Tables, and there
is reason to believe that during this period it was
occasionally employed in the enactment of some
particular laws, but the Twelve Tables were the
first instance of its employment upon a considerable
scale.

The important features of this review of the early
legislation of Athens and Rome, to which I wish to
call attention are these: First, that a high degree
of social advancement, displaying large populations,